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About the Opera
CHARACTERS:
Karen Porter: Soprano -

Rebeccaq, her friend

The two friends connected long ago in elementary school as kindred spirits. They
remained friends all the way through high school. After graduation, Karen leaves for
Berlin for a gap year. The two friends make bracelets for the other and a pact to keep
connected. The year is long. This aria takes place as they get together the day Karen

returns home.

What is haoppening?

e The intertwining lives of Rebecca & Karen, two girls growing up together, besties into young adulthood.
When Karen takes a gap year to live in Berlin, Rebecca finds work in their hometown of Norwalk,
Connecticut. They keep in touch, but when Karen returns, Norwalk is the same but Karen is not. The two
women must now confront what their relationship is, who they are for one another and how they manage to
take their long term friendship into the future while embracing a new way of seeing the world around them.

Who is present?
e Rebeccaisin the room with Karen - they have just had an argument within minutes of not having seen one
another in well over a year.
Who wants what and why?
e Rebecca wants to pick up where they left off but Karen has to admit, she has changed.
Where is the tension?

e Both women want to connect but they have to come to terms with the reality that their connection must
come from a new place. The old way doesn’'t work and they almost lose one another. Both have to adjust.
They find something and make a new pact.

The 5 Whys Why is this important to the plot?

Why is this important to the character? e This scene is right after the peripeteia of our

opera, Karen's moment of ‘wokeness’, and it's

Karen has had an eye opening experience
¢ ¥e op 9 &P important to see if she will maintain her new

Livi broad. H ld h ded f
Ving abroa erwor s expancec far world-understanding upon going home. The

beyond the insular Norwalk, CT. She wants to .
two have just had an argument.
Why is this important to the pacing?

e This ariais near the end as we move into the

show her best friend what she's discovered.
Why is this important to the audience?

e The audience has withessed Karen's .
concluding scenes & resolve the story arc of

transformation and they need to know how . . .
this long term friendship.
the two friends will remain connected. . L .
Why is this important to the creative team?
Jane and | explore the pains and joys of friendship,

expressed musically. It is bitter sweet.



Libretto

The arc of this aria is to capture their past relationship, understand their present

relationship and see their future relationship. Dramatic question: Can friendship

endure when we are no longer certain we know one another like we once did?

Location: Rebecca’'s bedroom (still the same from childhood)

Current status of the moment: The two friends (now young women) have just had an

argument while standing amid their childhood memories. On Rebecca’s bedside table

is the music box she plays every night before she goes to sleep. This is the deep breath

right aofter the fight. Karen chooses to reach out in the midst of a painful moment.

Section
Divisions,
Tempo
Instructions,

Musical/Exp
ressive
Instructions,
Suggestions,
etc. time

etc. LyriCS Stage Directions suggestion
Karen grabs the music box from
the bedside table and makes it
play... a melody they are both
familiar with from childhood.
Woltz-like You are Tt -
wistful my friend. a common
memor theme -
o little ?)/it My ever, friends motif
witeh very best
Y friend.
*YOU are m9 *deepen the emotion of this moment with this repetition.
my friend. Karen, holding the music box, reaches
My ever, it out to hand to Rebecca in an
very best attempt to deepen their connection.
friend Rebecca does not take the music box.
Play,
never ending ploy. Not giving up, Karen twirls around
Sun, Just like the little ballerina inside the

never setting

on my very best friend.

box. She laughs at herself and then
gently closes the box, replacing it on
the table at mi8
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| went away

*I went away,

to discover
something new!

And yes,
new friends
came my way.
That's true.
(I wanted that, too)

*
deepen the emotion of this moment with this repetition.

Rebecca is clearly still hurting
and Karen moves carefully,
picking up the bag she carried in
with her - holding it in a
vulnerable moment of hope.

during the transition m37 - m40

Karen gently places the bag she'’s
holding on the table next to
Rebecca’s_music box.

shift into
4:4 The tie that binds
me tight to you,
holds me steady
through and through.
The ties* thaot m45 Karen open’s the bag
bl N d us *deepen the emotion of this moment with this repetition.
discordant - Pinky promises As Karen opens the bag, Rebecca
undertain solemn oaths ’ notices that Karen is still wearing the
wrist-band they made for each other
kept you close before they parted.
while | journeyed
th rough bizarre, Rebecca feels her own wrist,
; remembering the moment before,
uncert_om, during the fight, where she took her’s
amazing off, thinking Karen had removed her
worlds. band a long time before,
And now | am home m&8 Karen reaches in to collect the
coming with you gift hidden within the bag.
back into my ever, very best friend.
a stable
place

We are kindred spirits,
me and you.

The ties that bind
to the end of time...

My ever, very best friend.

We'll always be
the best of friends.

méS5 at the high note, Karen reveals
the gift and stands, holding it
through.

m70 She holds out the gift to Rebecca
who carefully steps forward,
accepting the offering. The two
friends sit on the bed together while
Rebecca unwraps Karen’s gift.




